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NOTE 


These are my personal notes on misprints, errors, clarification, etc. for the Vietnam-history books I read, 
together with my communications with the authors. These notes complements my other two documents: 


Internet Archive: Nguyen Ngoc Bich (1911-1966): A Biography, Internet Archive 
Internet Archive: Marco Polo's Caugigu - Pham Negi Lao's Dai Viét - 1285, Internet Archive 


I also added interesting notes here that do not fit in the above two documents. 
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The Tran dynasty 


Taylor 2013 
History of the Vietnamese 
Error 1, Posthumous name 


Error 2, Tran Thu Do 


Notes on Vietnam history (CC BY-SA) - page 4 of 26 


The Vietnam Wars 


US vs Vietnam Declaration of Independence 


Archimedes Patti - Wikipedia 


Declaration of Independence: A Transcription | National Archives 
Declaration of Independence of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam, George Mason University. 
Declaration of independence of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam - Wikipedia, Vietnamese version 


Declaration of Independence: A Transcription Declaration of Independence of the Democratic 
National Archives Republic of Vietnam, George Mason University. 


In Congress, July 4, 1776 


Universal human rights 

The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united 
States of America, When in the Course of human 
events, it becomes necessary for one people to 
dissolve the political bands which have connected 
them with another, and to assume among the powers 
of the earth, the separate and equal station to which 
the entitle them, 
a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires 
that they should declare 


. Prudence, 
indeed, will dictate that Governments long 
established should not be changed for light and 
transient causes; and accordingly all experience hath 
shewn, that mankind are more disposed to suffer, 
while evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by 
abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed. 
But when : 
pursuing invariably the same Object evinces a design 
to reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is their 
right, it is their duty, to throw off such Government, 
and to provide new Guards for their future 
security.--Such has been the patient sufferance of 
these Colonies; and such is now the necessity which 


Hanoi, 1945 Sep 2 


Universal human rights 


ce 


This immortal statement was made in the 


. In a broader sense, this means: All the peoples 
on the earth are equal from birth, all the peoples have 
a right to live, to be happy and free. 


Those are undeniable truths. 


Nevertheless, 


Grievances 


In the field of politics, they have deprived our people 
of every democratic liberty. 


They have enforced inhuman laws; they have set up 
three distinct political regimes in the North, the 
Center and the South of Vietnam in order to wreck 
our national unity and prevent our people from being 
united. 


They have built more prisons than schools. They 
have mercilessly slain our patriots; they have 
drowned our uprisings in rivers of blood. 
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constrains them to alter their former Systems of 
Government. 


, all having in direct object the 
establishment of an absolute Tyranny over these 
States. 


Grievances 


e He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most wholesome and 
necessary for the public good. 

e He has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws of immediate 
and pressing importance, unless suspended in their operation 
till his Assent should be obtained; and when so suspended, he 
has utterly neglected to attend to them. 

He has refused to pass other Laws for the accommodation of 
large districts of people, unless those people would relinquish 
the right of Representation in the Legislature, a right 
inestimable to them and formidable to tyrants only. 

He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual, 
uncomfortable, and distant from the depository of their public 
Records, for the sole purpose of fatiguing them into 
compliance with his measures. 

He has dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly, for 
opposing with manly firmness his invasions on the rights of 
the people. 

He has refused for a long time, after such dissolutions, to 
cause others to be elected; whereby the Legislative powers, 
incapable of Annihilation, have returned to the People at large 
for their exercise; the State remaining in the mean time 
exposed to all the dangers of invasion from without, and 
convulsions within. 

He has endeavoured to prevent the population of these States; 
for that purpose obstructing the Laws for Naturalization of 
Foreigners; refusing to pass others to encourage their 
migrations hither, and raising the conditions of new 
Appropriations of Lands. 

He has obstructed the Administration of Justice, by refusing 
his Assent to Laws for establishing Judiciary powers. 

He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for the 
tenure of their offices, and the amount and payment of their 
salaries. 

He has erected a multitude of New Offices, and sent hither 
swarms of Officers to harrass our people, and eat out their 
substance. 

He has kept among us, in times of peace, Standing Armies 
without the Consent of our legislatures. 

He has affected to render the Military independent of and 
superior to the Civil power. 

He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction 
foreign to our constitution, and unacknowledged by our laws; 
giving his Assent to their Acts of pretended Legislation: 

For Quartering large bodies of armed troops among us: 

For protecting them, by a mock Trial, from punishment for 
any Murders which they should commit on the Inhabitants of 
these States: 


They have fettered public opinion; they have 
practiced obscurantism against our people. 


To weaken our race they have forced us to use opium 
and alcohol. 


In the field of economics, they have fleeced us to the 
backbone, impoverished our people, and devastated 
our land. 


They have robbed us of our rice fields, our mines, our 
forests, and our raw materials. They have 
monopolized the issuing of bank-notes and the export 
trade. 


They have invented numerous unjustifiable taxes and 
reduced our people, especially our peasantry, to a 
state of extreme poverty. 


They have hampered the prospering of our national 
bourgeoisie; they have mercilessly exploited our 
workers. 


In the autumn of 1940, when the Japanese Fascists 


violated Indochina’s territory to establish new bases 
in their fight against the Allies, the French 
imperialists went down on their bended knees and 
handed over our country to them. 


Thus, from that date, our people were subjected to the 
double yoke of the French and the Japanese. Their 
sufferings and miseries increased. The result was that 
from the end of last year to the beginning of this year, 
from Quang Tri province to the North of Vietnam, 


.On , the French troops were 
disarmed by the Japanese. The French colonialists 
either fled or surrendered showing that not only were 
they incapable of “protecting” us, but that, in the 


Failed effort for reconciliation 


e. Instead of agreeing to this 
proposal, the French colonialists so intensified their 
terrorist activities against the Vietminh members that 
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e For cutting off our Trade with all parts of the world: 

e For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent: 

e For depriving us in many cases, of the benefits of Trial by 
Jury: 

e For transporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended 
offences 

e For abolishing the free System of English Laws in a 
neighbouring Province, establishing therein an Arbitrary 
government, and enlarging its Boundaries so as to render it at 
once an example and fit instrument for introducing the same 
absolute rule into these Colonies: 
For taking away our Charters, abolishing our most valuable 
Laws, and altering fundamentally the Forms of our 
Governments: 
For suspending our own Legislatures, and declaring 
themselves invested with power to legislate for us in all cases 
whatsoever. 
He has abdicated Government here, by declaring us out of his 
Protection and waging War against us. 
He has plundered our seas, ravaged our Coasts, burnt our 
towns, and destroyed the lives of our people. 
He is at this time transporting large Armies of foreign 
Mercenaries to compleat the works of death, desolation and 
tyranny, already begun with circumstances of Cruelty & 
perfidy scarcely paralleled in the most barbarous ages, and 
totally unworthy the Head of a civilized nation. 
He has constrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive on the 
high Seas to bear Arms against their Country, to become the 
executioners of their friends and Brethren, or to fall 
themselves by their Hands. 
He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and has 
endeavoured to bring on the inhabitants of our frontiers, the 
merciless Indian Savages, whose known rule of warfare, is an 
undistinguished destruction of all ages, sexes and conditions. 


Petition to redress injustice 


: Our 


repeated Petitions have been answered only by 
repeated injury. A Prince whose character is thus 
marked by every act which may define a Tyrant, is 
unfit to be the ruler of a free people. 


Nor have We been wanting in attentions to our 
Brittish brethren. from time to 
time of attempts by their legislature to extend an 
unwarrantable jurisdiction over us. We have 
reminded them of the circumstances of our 
emigration and settlement here. We have appealed to 
their native justice and magnanimity, and we have 
conjured them by the ties of our common kindred to 
disavow these usurpations, which, would inevitably 
interrupt our connections and correspondence. They 
too have been deaf to the voice of justice and of 


before fleeing they massacred a great number of our 
political prisoners detained at Yen Bay and Caobang. 


. Even after the Japanese putsch of 
March 1945, the Vietminh League helped many 
Frenchmen to cross the frontier, rescued some of 
them from Japanese jails, and protected French lives 
and property. 


Vietnam wrested independence 


From the autumn of 1940, our country had in fact 
ceased to be a French colony and had become a 
Japanese possession. 


After the Japanese had surrendered to the Allies, our 
whole people rose to regain our national sovereignty 
and to found the Democratic Republic of Vietnam. 


The truth is that 


The French have fled, the Japanese have capitulated, 
Emperor Bao Dai has abdicated. Our people have 
broken the chains which for nearly a century have 
fettered them and have won independence for the 
Fatherland. Our people at the same time have 
overthrown the monarchic regime that has reigned 
supreme for dozens of centuries. In its place has been 
established the present Democratic Republic. 


Declaration of independence 


; we 
repeal all the international obligation that France has 
so far subscribed to on behalf of Vietnam and we 
abolish all the special rights the French have 
unlawfully acquired in our Fatherland. 


The whole Vietnamese people, animated by a 
common purpose, are determined to fight to the bitter 
end against any attempt by the French colonialists to 
reconquer their country. 
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consanguinity. We must, therefore, acquiesce in the 
necessity, which denounces our Separation, and hold 
them, as we hold the rest of mankind, Enemies in 
War, in Peace Friends. 


Declaration of independence 


; and that 
as Free and Independent States, they have full Power 
to levy War, conclude Peace, contract Alliances, 
establish Commerce, and to do all other Acts and 
Things which Independent States may of right do. 
And for the support of this Declaration, with a firm 
reliance on the protection of divine Providence, we 
mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes 
and our sacred Honor. 


Observations 


We are convinced that the Allied nations which at 
Tehran and San Francisco have acknowledged the 
principles of self-determination and equality of 
nations, will not refuse to acknowledge the 
independence of Vietnam. 


A people who have courageously opposed French 
domination for more than eight years, a people who 
have fought side by side with the Allies against the 
Fascists during these last years, such a people must 
be free and independent. 


For these reasons, we, members of the Provisional 


Government of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam, 
solemnly declare to the world that Vietnam has the 
right to be a free and independent country—and in 
fact is so already. The entire Vietnamese people are 
determined to mobilize all their physical and mental 
strength, to sacrifice their lives and property in order 
to safeguard their independence and liberty. 


Source: Ho Chi Minh, Selected Works Vol. 3, (Hanoi: 
Foreign Languages Publishing House, 1960-62), 
17-21. 


e The structure of the ideas is similar, but the content cannot be “nearly exact” (as exaggerated in 
Archimedes Patti, version at 22:16, 27 May 2021, where Patti was misquoted as perceiving a “nearly 
exact’ copy of the US Declaration of Independence), except for the first sentence “All men are created 
equal....”, which the Vietnam Declaration of Independence (Dol) borrowed from the US Dol, since 
these two countries have different histories with different circumstances. 


e Here is what Patti actually said in his interview: What Ho Chi Minh “wanted to show me was a draft of 
the Declaration of Independence that he was going to declare several days later. Uhh. Of course, it was 
in Vietnamese and I couldn’t read it and when it was interpreted to me, 


.’ Those words were only the first sentence of 


the Vietnam Dol, which was clearly different from the US Dol in content, as already explained above. 
The Wikipedian who edited Archimedes Patti, version at 22:16, 27 May 2021 misunderstood Patti. 


e Ho Chi Minh kept the word “Creator” in the Vietnam Declaration of Independence, contrary to the 
absence of God (or Creator) in the communist doctrine. Patti, Archimedes (1980), Why Viet Nam? 
Prelude to America's Albatross, University of California Press, Berkeley, p.223. 


e “Patti recalled. “He presented me with these sheets of paper. I looked at them and I said, ‘What do I do 
with them? I can’t read them.’ He started to translate. So I just listened carefully and I was shocked. I 
was shocked to hear the first words of our own Declaration of Independence, especially in making 
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reference to the Creator.” Logevall, Fredrik (2012), Embers of War: The Fall of an Empire and the 
Making of America's Vietnam, Random House, New York, p.101. 


¢ Ho Chi Minh also quoted “The Declaration of the French Revolution made in 1791 on the Rights of 
Man and the Citizen,” and made a reference to the motto “Liberty, Equality, and Fraternity,” which “first 


appeared during the French Revolution,” and which were clearly not the wording of the US Declaration 
of Independence. 


e “Duong Van Mai Elliott wrote that numerous members of her ‘bourgeois’ family, swept up in the 
excitement and promise of the August Revolution, began working with the Viet Minh. She maintained, 
however, that Ho’s use of the American Declaration of Independence was lost on most of the 
Vietnamese present in Ba Dinh Square. It was, she believed, not even intended for them. Elliott 
concluded that the famous sentences were to ‘flatter the OSS delegation in attendance and, through 
them, perhaps win support from the United States.’ ” Bartholomew-Feis, Dixee (2006), The OSS and 
Ho Chi Minh: Unexpected Allies in the War against Japan, University Press of Arkansas, Lawrence, 
Kansas, p.247. Elliott, Duong Van Mai (1999), The Sacred Willow: Four Generations in the Life of a 
Vietnamese Family, Oxford University Press, Oxford, pp.120—126. 


e It is likely that Ho Chi Minh, with his keen intellect and sharp observation, had known about the US 
Declaration of Independence well before 1945, when he visited Boston and New York: “ 


, and he was impressed that Chinese immigrants in the United 
States could claim legal protection even though they were ineligible for U.S. citizenship. He expressed 
. But Ho also 


saw the 


.” Logevall, Fredrik (2012), Embers of 
War: The Fall of an Empire and the Making of America's Vietnam, Random House, New York, p.11. 


¢ In 1946, Ho Chi Minh “told American intelligence officers Frank White and George Wickes of his fond 


” Logevall (2012), p.134. 


e Another evidence that Ho Chi Minh likely had prior knowledge of the US Declaration of Independence 
long before 1946, as US Lt. Dan Phelan said: “Ho had been thinking about the American Declaration of 
Independence for several months [before May 1946]. ... He kept asking me if I could remember the 
language of our Declaration. ... but all he really wanted was the flavor of the thing. ... The more we 
discussed it, the more he actually seemed to know about it than I did. As a matter of fact, he knew more 
about almost everything than I did...” Bartholomew-Feis, Dixee (2006), pp.243-244 


e Icorrected the misleading sentence “Patti offered several corrections on what he perceived to be a 
nearly-exact copy of the U.S. Declaration of Independence.” originally inserted into the article in 
Archimedes Patti, version at 22:16, 27 May 2021 to the following: Patti offered some corrections to the 
wording of the opening sentence, which Ho Chi Minh quoted from the US Declaration of Independence. 
Ho also quoted the 1791 Declaration of the French Revolution and the motto “Liberty, Equality, and 
Fraternity,” which “first appeared during the French Revolution.” The Vietnam Declaration of 
Independence has a similar structure as, but different in content from, the US Declaration of 
Independence since the histories and circumstances of the two countries were clearly different. 
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Bartholomew-Feis 2020 


Bartholomew-Feis, Dixee (2020), The OSS in Vietnam, 1945: A War of Missed Opportunities, The National 
WWII Museum, New Orleans, Jul 15, retrieved 1 Mar 2023. Internet archived on 2023.04.26. 


Capt. (or Major?) Patti 


The man in charge of the American Mission to Hanoi was Capt. Archimedes Patti, whose team was greeted 


with the same warmth and respect that had been accorded the Deer Team earlier. 


For the rank “Captain”, see Bartholomew-Feis (2020) (Capt. Patti), Bartholomew-Feis (2006) (OS p.65, Captain 
Patti), Spector (2008) (RE, Chap.5). 


In this older book, Spector (1985) cited two July-1945 documents in two footnotes (on the same page) that 
referred to Patti as “Capt.” (AS _p.41), but in the text, starting from August 1945 when Patti arrived in Hanoi, 
Spector (1985) referred to Patti as Major; see, e.g., the photo (AS p.57, photo). In his most recent book, 
Spector (2022) also referred to Patti as Major; see below. 


For the rank “Major”, see Devillers (1952) (HV_p.155, Major Patti), Brocheux (2007) (HB p.89, Major Patti), 
Spector (1985) (AS p.57, photo), Spector (2022) (CE Chap.1), Williams (2019) (US p.16, Maj. Patti). 


The only two references to Patti as Captain in Spector (1985) (AS p.41) were two “Records of Mission” dated 
in July 1945 in two footnotes in a single page (p.41), but in all subsequent pages (including in the Index), 
Spector (1985) referred to Patti as Major. 


In addition, several books—such as Brocheux (2007), Williams (2019), Spector (2022)—that appeared after 
Spector (1985)—except for Spector (2008), but including Spector (2022)—+eferred to Patti as Major, not to 
mention Devillers (1952). 


Thus Patti could have been promoted from Captain to Major after July 1945, and was at the rank of Major by 
the time he reached Hanoi in August 1945. 


Bartholomew-Feis 2006 
OSS and Ho Chi Minh 


Bartholomew-Feis, Dixee (2006), The OSS and Ho Chi Minh: Unexpected Allies in the War against Japan, 
University Press of Arkansas, Lawrence, Kansas. 
OS p.65, Captain Patti 


Captain Archimedes Patti, an OSS operative who investigated the GBT as part of his own work in Indochina 


in February 1945, discovered that 


Regarding the rank of Patti (Captain or Major), see detailed comments in Section Capt. (or Major?) Patti. 


Notes on Vietnam history (CC BY-SA) - page 11 of 26 


OS p.307 
Image caption 
General Philip Gallagher, second from left, standing with Ho Chi Minh, on his left. 


Throughout his months in Vietnam Gallagher continued to work with the Viet Minh 
Provisional Government because, he said, “there was no one else to deal with with any 


authority, or sense of responsibility” (Gallagher, correspondence cited in Edward R. 
Drachman, United States Policy toward Vietnam, 1940-1945 [Rutherford, NJ: Fairleigh 
Dickinson University Press, 1970], 136). Courtesy of John Nordlinger. 


OS Misprint 1: Gen. Gallagher 
The above mention of “General Philip Gallagher” as “second from left” was incorrect. That person was Colonel 
Stephen Nordlinger per email from Barholomew-Feis to Loc Vu-Quoc on 2023.06.18. 
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Bartholomew-Feis’ rep! 


From: Dixee Bartholomew-Feis <bartholomew@bvu.edu> 

Sent: Tuesday, June 20, 2023 1:45 PM 

To: Vu, Loc Quoc <vql@illinois.edu> 

Subject: RE: Cover image for "The OSS and Ho Chi Minh"; Dixee Bartholomew-Feis 


Hello Dr. Vu, 


Thank you for your delightful email! The American officer was Col Stephen Nordlinger. The first edition of 


the book wrongly identified him as Gen Gallagher! As far as I could learn the photograph was from 1946. 


I am excited to hear about your work! How is it coming? 
Dixee 


From: Vu, Loc Quoc <vql@illinois.edu> 

Sent: Friday, June 16, 2023 1:37 PM 

To: Dixee Bartholomew-Feis <bartholomew@bvu.edu>; Vu, Loc Quoc <vql@illinois.edu>; Loc Vu-Quoc 
<vuquocloc@yahoo.com> 

Subject: Cover image for "The OSS and Ho Chi Minh"; Dixee Bartholomew-Feis 


Dr. Dixee Bartholomew-Feis | Buena Vista University, BVU Directory, 
Dixee Bartholomew-Feis, School of Liberal Arts, 


Dean of School of Liberal Arts/Professor of History, 
bartholomew@bvu.edu, 712-749-1803. 


Dear Dr. Bartholomew-Feis, 


I recently came across your history book The OSS and Ho Chi Minh, on the cover of which was a photo 
showing Ho Chi Minh (3™ from right), Bao Dai (4" from right), and an American officer, who was not 
identified by a mention of the photo on the cover. (I searched for the word "cover"). 


Just now, after noticing that John Nordlinger provided you with many photos, by searching for "Nordlinger," I 
found the full image on p.307, the caption of which identified the American officer as General Philip 
Gallagher. On the other hand, the date of the photo was not mentioned. Please let me know in case you 
have the photo's date. 


I found the same photo in the following Vietnamese article about Nguyen Van To, who was the only one 
identified as the 1* from right in the photo (standing to the left of Ho Chi Minh): Tai nang va nhan cach lon 
cua nha chi si yéu nudc Nguyén Van T6, The Lai Chau online, 2021 Jun 7, Mon. Internet archived on 2021 
Jun 14. 


I also want to let you know that I have learned a great deal from your excellent book, the information from 
which will be valuable in my work on a biography of the Vietnamese resistance hero Nguyen Ngoc Bich, who 
was mentioned in the classic Vietnam-history works by Ellen Hammer, John Buttinger, Chester Cooper, 
Arthur John Langguth, etc., and who penned the article below back in 1962: 


Notes on Vietnam history (CC BY-SA) - page 13 of 26 


Nguyen Ngoc Bich, Vietnam—An Independent Viewpoint | The China Quarterly | Cambridge Core 
The China Quarterly , Volume 9 , March 1962 , pp. 105 - 111 


DOI: https://doi.org/10.1017/S030574100002525X 


I will surely refer to your book, among others. 


Thank you. 


Sincerely, 
Loc Vu-Quoc 


The actual Gen. Philip Gallagher was shown in a photo with Chinese Gen. Lu Han in Williams (2019) (US p.22, 
Gen. Gallagher). 
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Brocheux 2007 

Ho Chi Minh: A Biography 

Brocheux, Pierre (2007), Ho Chi Minh: A Biography, translated by Claire Duiker, Cambridge University Press, 
New York. 


HB p.89, Major Patti 


This [village near Jingxi city, Baise prefecture, Guangxi province, China, near Cao Bang province, Vietnam] 


was where Ho had his first meeting with Major Archimedes Patti, Chief of the OSS in Indochina; the two 
men met again in autumn 1945—but this time in Hanoi. 


Regarding the rank of Patti (Captain or Major), see detailed comments in Section Capt. (or Major?) Patti. 


Notes on Vietnam history (CC_BY-SA) - page 15 of 26 


Devillers 1952 


Histoire du Vietnam 
Devillers, Philippe (1952), Histoire du Viét-Nam de 1940 a 1952, Seuil, Paris. 


HV p.155, Major Patti 


La veille, aprés une équipée extraordinaire, Sainteny et quatre compagnons ont débarqué a Gia Lam 


(aérodrome d’ Hanoi) d’un Dakota de 1’U.S. Air Force, avec le chef de 1’0.S.S., le major italo-américain 
Patti. 


Regarding the rank of Patti (Captain or Major), see detailed comments in Section Capt. (or Major?) Patti. 
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Logevall 2012 
Internet Archive 
https://archive.org/search?query=logevall 


Embers of War (pdf page = page + 24) 

Logevall, Fredrik (2012), Embers of War: The Fall of an Empire and the Making of America's Vietnam, 
Random House, New York, retrieved 12 Apr 2012, 864 pp. Winner of the 2013 Pulitzer Prize in History: "For a 
distinguished and appropriately documented book on the history of the United States, Ten thousand dollars 
($10,000). A balanced, deeply researched history of how, as French colonial rule faltered, a succession of 
American leaders moved step by step down a road toward full-blown war" *« Winner of the 2013 Francis 
Parkman Prize from the Society of American Historians * Winner of the 2013 American Library in Paris Book 
Award * Winner of the Council on Foreign Relations 2013 Gold Medal Arthur Ross Book Award * Finalist for 
the 2013 Cundill Prize in Historical Literature. 


https://archive.org/details/embersofwarfallo0000loge 


EW p.34, pdf p.58 


And indeed, French authority in Indochina remained formidable, as Ho Chi Minh and the Indochinese 
Communist Party learned firsthand in the fall of 1940. Sensing opportunity with the fall of France in June, 
the ICP in the autumn launched uprisings in both Tonkin and Cochin China against French authorities, only to 


be brutally crushed. In Cochin China, the French used their 
to destroy whole villages, killing hundreds in the process. Up to eight thousand people were detained, and 
more than one hundred ICP cadres were executed. 

[27] 


EW Misprint 1: French killed “hundreds” in 1940 (emailed to Logevall, 2023 May 4-6) 

NOTE: Logevall 2012 misquoted Marr (1984, p.400), who wrote that the French were “killing thousands of 
people,” and who provided three sources. But Logevall 2012 also referred to Histoire de la révolution d’aout 
(Hanoi: Foreign Languages Press, 1977), 19-22, which I could not check. In my email to Logevall on 
2023.05.06, I included excerpts from Devillers 1952, pp.79-80. ENDNOTE 


Logevall’s repl 


Forwarded message 
From: Vu, Loc Quoc <vq|@illinois.edu> 
Date: Sat, May 6, 2023 at 8:06 PM 
Subject: Fw: Embers of War, correction or misprint? Fredrik Logevall 
To: fredrik_logevall@harvard.edu <fredrik_logevall@harvard.edu>, Vu, Loc Quoc <vql@illinois.edu> 


Dear Dr. Logevall, 


I ordered an InterLibrary Loan of the classic Vietnam-history book by Philipped Devillers 1952, Histoire du 
Viet-Nam de 1940 a 1952, which I picked up yesterday. Today, while browsing through the book, I found 
what Devillers wrote on the brutal repression of the Vietminh in 1940, and want to share with you: 


Page 79 
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Mei tracts ét par tous les moyens de propagande clandestine 
eh ommunistes avaient, depuis juin 1940, appelé tes masses 
utter contre « l'impérialisme francai i 

| tre ? e francais et_le'fascisme japo- 
Pais ». Leurs, préparatifs avaient rapidement pris en Cochiti 
chine un caractére militaire prononcé. La création d’un « haut 
eee cae chargé de la préparation de l’in- 
, avai cidée, ainsi que la constituti om: 

idee ution de nom- 

presse sections d’autodéfense, composées d’dléments peer inuas 
. ehneaaa Ae Serees étre initiés aux questions politiques 
a tactique de guérilla. Dans les vi 

. . Da illes comme dans les 
campagnes, des, zones: d’agitation devaient étre préparées 
= ant que des Comités fomenteraient la gréve générale et 
es manifestations, provoqueraient finalement « J’insurrection 
armée qui permetttait Ja’ prise de pouvoir. » aa 
~ Tonkin, ot les effectifs francais étaient beaucoup plus 
7 reux et ot Jes Japonais’ arrivaient, les Communistes se 
-o eel €n revanche plus prudents. Le débarquement des 
ippons 4 Haiphong les avait méme obligés A replier sur la 


79 
Page 80 
LA MONTEE DES PERILS 


Chine le Comité central qui s’y trouvait. Les liaisons entre le 


Comité Central et le Comité de Cochinchine s’étaient trouvées’ 


de ce fait interrompues. . ; 
Le Comité de Cochinchine, peu conscient des réalités, poussa 


& fond. ses préparatifs. Le 22 novembre, 4 l’instigation de son 
aile gauche, il donnait l’ordre de profiter de la situation créée 
par la pression nippo-siamoise pour déclencher, le soir méme, 
‘le mouvement insurrectionnel dont le but était la constitution 
- d’un « Gouvernement populaire de la République Démocratique. 


indochinoise ». 
IDUUCLILIVIDG | 476 . co - oe TNA 
Le mouvement commenga dans les régions’ de Gia_Dinh, 


autour de Saigon, de Mytho et de Cantho. Il prit d’abord la — 
forme d’une opposition violente 4 l’action des policiers venus - 
arréter des suspects. Il s’étendit trés vite aux provinces de 
Ouest ot il prit le caractére d’une vaste jacquerie, ‘puis s’ef- 
forca de gagner les régions de Rachgia et de Baclieu. Les_auto- 
rités réagirent vigoureusement. Les forces de la police et de 
Yarmée cernérent la Plaine des Joncs, zone acreage et 


an, PE 7 - A : 
malsaine au Nord-Ouest de Saigon ob le mouvement avait pris | 
naissance, et l’aviation intervint, comme en 1930, contre les vil- 


lages rebelles. L’insurrection fut étouffée en quinze jours. La 


répression fut cruelle. Une centaine d’insurgés avaient été tués” 
dans les combats, contre 33 victimes parmi les forces d’ordre. 


6.000 individus furent appréhendés, beaucoup d’autres mal- 
traités. Un grand nombre furent déportés & Poulo Condore .ou 


internés dans des « camps spéciaux ». 
Face au Japon, l’amiral Decoux paraissait décidé & tenir 


solidement la barre. 
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The numbers of Devillers were from the 1940s, and were off compared to those of David Marr, who may 
have access to more accurate data relative to what Devillers could obtain some forty years earlier. 


Sincerely, 
Loc Vu-Quoc 


From: Logevall, Fredrik <fredrik_logevall@harvard.edu> 

Sent: Friday, May 5, 2023 4:04 PM 

To: Vu, Loc Quoc <vql@illinois.edu> 

Subject: Re: Embers of War, correction or misprint? Fredrik Logevall 


Dear Loc Vu-Quoc, 

Thanks for your email, and for drawing my attention to this issue in Embers of War. The mistake here is mine, 
I’m quite certain; I was not out to correct David Marr, an accomplished scholar of the period. I will endeavor 
to correct this in any future printings of the book. 

Best wishes, 

Fredrik Logevall 


Fredrik Logevall | Laurence D. Belfer Professor of International Affairs | Professor of History | Harvard 


University | 


From: Vu, Loc Quoc <vql@illinois.edu> 
Sent: Thursday, May 4, 2023 4:18 PM 


To: fredrik_logevall@harvard.edu <fredrik_logevall@harvard.edu>; Vu, Loc Quoc <vql@illinois.edu> 
Subject: Embers of War, correction or misprint? Fredrik Logevall 


Dear Dr. Logevall, 
I recently consulted your great Vietnam-history book, and noticed that on page 34, you wrote: 


"Sensing opportunity with the fall of France in June, the ICP in the autumn launched uprisings in 
both Tonkin and Cochin China against French authorities, only to be . In Cochin 
China, the French used their to destroy whole 
villages, killing hundreds in the process. Up to eight thousand people were detained, and more 
than one hundred ICP cadres were executed. 

(27 \" 


Your Note 27 referred to Marr 1984, Vietnamese Tradition on Trial: 1920 to 1945, page 400, in which Marr 
wrote in Footnote 87: 


"87. These uprisings occurred in Bac Son near the Sino-Vietnamese border and in eight provinces 
of Cochinchina. The latter outbreak was especially debilitating, as the French employed aircraft, 
armored units, and artillery to destroy whole villages and kill thousands of people. Up to 8,000 
people were detained and more than one hundred ICP cadres executed. The southern branch of 
the ICP would not pull itself together again until early 1945. Le Due Ton, Bac Son Khoi Nghia 
[The Bac Son Uprising], 4th printing (Hanoi, 1946). CMCD-10, pp. 17-30. Discussion with Tran 
Van Giau, Ho Chi Minh City, 25 March 1980." 
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The number of Vietnamese killed differed by a factor of ten. 


I would like to check with you whether you intended to correct Marr, or was it a misprint in your book. 


Thank you. 


Sincerely, 
Loc Vu-Quoc 
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Patti 1980 
Why Viet Nam? 
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Spector 1985 
Wikipedia 

Ronald H. Spector - Wikipedia 
Advice and Support 


Advice and Support: The Early Years, 1941-1960 - The U.S. Army in Vietnam, Volume 1, Center for Military 
History, US Army, Washington, D.C. 


AS p.41, footnotes, Capt. Patti 


14 - Lt Lucien Conein to Capt. A. L. Patti, 26 Jul 45, Records of Mission “Comore,” 21 Aug 45, records of 
the OSS. 


15 - Lt James W. Jordan, USNR, to Capt. A. L. Patti, 10 Jul 45, Records of Mission “Pakhoi,” records of the 
OSS. 


Regarding the rank of Patti (Captain or Major), see detailed comments in Section Capt. (or Major?) Patti. 


AS p.56, Maj. Patti 


It was in the midst of those rapid and far-reaching political events that the first Americans entered Hanoi on 
22 August 1945, almost a month in advance of the Chinese troops. The first U.S. unit to arrive was a joint 
OSS - Air Ground Aid Service team of about a dozen men under an OSS officer who had organized and 
directed some of the wartime OSS missions into Vietnam, Maj. Archimedes L. A. Patti. 


AS p.57, photo of Patti and Giap 


Major Patti, /eft, with OSS team members and Viet Minh leaders. Giap is third from right. 


Regarding the rank of Patti (Captain or Major), see detailed comments in Section Capt. (or Major?) Patti. 


Spector 2008 


Ruins of Empire 
Spector, Ronald H. (2008), Jn the Ruins of Empire: The Japanese Surrender and the Battle for Postwar Asia, 
Random House, New York. 


RE pdf p.80, Captain Patti, Chap.5 “Long Live Vietnam’s Independence” 
The OSS chief of intelligence for Indochina, Captain Archimedes L. Patti, had met with Ho Chi Minh near 


the China border and received assurances that the Vietminh were ready to cooperate with the Americans in 
fighting the Japanese. 


RE pdf p.82, Captain Patti, Chap.5 “Long Live Vietnam’s Independence” 
The chief of the OSS mission was Captain Archimedes L. Patti, a veteran of service in France and Italy who 


had run the OSS operations into Indochina in the last months of the war. 


Regarding the rank of Patti (Captain or Major), see detailed comments in Section Capt. (or Major?) Patti. 
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Spector 2022 

Continent Erupts 

Spector, Ronald H. (2022), A Continent Erupts: Decolonization, Civil War, and Massacre in Postwar Asia, 
1945-1955. W. W. Norton & Company, New York. 


CE Chap.1, “We buried imperialism here today” 
In July 1945 the OSS chief of intelligence for Indochina, Major Archimedes L. Patti, met with Ho Chi Minh 


and agreed to send an OSS training team to arm and train the Viet Minh for guerrilla operations against the 
Japanese. 


Regarding the rank of Patti (Captain or Major), see detailed comments in Section Capt. (or Major?) Patti. 
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Tongas 1960 


Tongas, Gérard (1960), J’ai vécu dans |’Enfer Communiste au Nord Viet-Nam, 2éme édition, Nouvelles 
Editions Debresse, Paris. 
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Williams 2019 
USAF in Southeast Asia 


Williams, Kenneth (2019), The US Air Force in Southeast Asia and the Vietnam War A Narrative Chronology 
Volume I: The Early Years through 1959 (PDF), Air Force History and Museums Program, Washington, D.C. 


Williams, Kenneth (2019), The US Air Force in Southeast Asia and the Vietnam War A Narrative Chronology 
Volume I: The Early Years through 1959, Air Force History and Museums Program, Washington, D.C. 


US p.16, Maj. Patti 
The full group consisted of thirteen OSS officers and enlisted men under Maj. Archimedes L. A. Patti and 


five French officers, including Sainteny. 


Regarding the rank of Patti (Captain or Major), see detailed comments in Section Capt. (or Major?) Patti. 


US p.22, Gen. Gallagher 


“Brig. Gen. Philip E. Gallagher, USA (left), arrived in Hanoi on September 16 as senior advisor for the Chinese 
occupation force, which was led by Gen. Lu Han (right). Lu gave the French “damn little,” according to 
Gallagher. U.S. Army.” 


See the error in confusing Gen. Gallagher with Col. Stephen Nordlinger in OS p.307, Gen. Gallagher. 
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Contact 

Loc Vu-Quoc, vuquocloc@yahoo.com 
Publications (http://bit.ly/17Wuww9) 
Google scholar (http://bit.ly/1ftDOKF) 
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